Ask an
artist

For his ‘Answer Painting’ project
Marcus Coates is offering

to create works based on
Londoners’ inspiring questions.
Chris Waywell meets him in
search of a solution to a toughie

part of “Station lo Station’, the Barbican's
month-long fastival of happenings. the

ardstis finding angwers Lo visitors' conundrums,
Youwrite 2 questiononacardandpin tona
board cutside his studio space in the gallery,
or book & time for a consultation. He creates
apainting in response to the questions he
tinds most inleresting. Then, if your question is
selectled, you #0 back to discuss it with him.

Coates, an established British artist, is bost
knoram for his use of shamanic rituals in semk
hilarious, sami-profound perfarmances. In
*Journgy 1o the Lower Workd™ (2004), he dons
the skin of a stag. complete with antlers, then
communes with anirmal spirits inaflatona
Liverpool pstate to help tenants answer the
question: ‘Do we have a prolector for this site?
Who 3 it?” Cven on film it's pretty disconcerting.
I'm not sure what to expact at my consultation,

I"'m also nol sure what to ask. | feel  should take
itsenously but I'd also like 1o know: what's on my
cat's mind? ‘Alol of the: questions onthe board,
people aren't particularly interested
infinding an answer to,” Says Coates.
He's avery healthy-loolong man, who
Cmits atremendous benign ensrgy.
He asks me Lo wrile: my question on

G otaquestion? Ask Marcue Coates. As

(%%

Idon’t

Coates explains that he is going logoon a
journey into his imaginetion, and puts on 3 pair
of sunglasses with lippex-ed out lenses. He sits
perfectly till in front of me.

Five minutes Iater, he's back. He
describes how he went 1o a lush, jungly
place. A large parmot was mimicking his
movements, and the canogy of lesaves
became indvidusised 35 thousands

2 piece of paper. Here itis: ‘How can mind if of animated forms: anms, legs, faces,
I maintain my relationship with my ’ penises and all kinds of creatures.
father when he is 50 cut oft from the YOU don t I ask him about his procass. “\We are

world by lliness?’ Coates looks a Hit
nonplussed. | explainthat my dad is
beondden with Parkinson’s: his waorld has becorne
very circumscribed and this has changed his
family's relationship with him and with each other.
| n2ed a new way of dealing with it,

like it

farly Inadequate in our approach 1o
preblem sohang,’ he says, ‘Werely

S0 MUCH 0N CONSCIoUS reasoning. which is pretty
narrow. it you ook at indigencus cultures, they
use dence, they use art iU's about the body having
knowledge and expanence.’
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I hawe to come back on Wednesday. | leasve
feeling surprisingly BghUhearted,

Wiednasday is the hottest day of the year. My
dad doesn't cope well with wery hot weather, 50
I'm thinking about him back at home, suffering.
In Coates’s Barbican studio spuce, the paintings
are hung next 1o the guestion cards. Ahorsas
head melts like fondue ("Why IS there so much
hate?'). A ghostly figure has 3 rainbow-hued
outiine {"Will 1 be remeambered?’).

| spotimmedsately which painting he's done
inangwer Lo my question: it's big and green and
splodgy. In one glance itvibrates with hundreds
of pareidoliac forms (like when you sec faces
n clouds): there are foxes, chickens, galloping
horses. In another iy jusl a swirling abstract.

I'm pleased with it says Coates. ‘It tempts.
That’zthe sense | gotfrom the green mass. Iy
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very. very simpie. 1don't mind if you dan't like it,
but I hope you find somethingin it.”

Andthat’s the big question: does it help? Yes,
I think. The process itself s 50 00d that it forces
you 0 think laterally about what you're asking.
Maybe | should be seaing all the life thal remains,
not what is absent’? And given that the traditional
paychological heip offered to my dad incoping
with his condition has been exactlyzero, I'm
grateful to Coates and his sparit parrel. Though
my diad won't see Coates’s solution in the flesh
{quesuoners don't gt Lo keep the paintings),
he’s entertainad by my account of it when | see
him next. [ think it was the right question to ask.

But now I'll never know what my cat is thinking.

‘Marcus Coates: Answer Painting” s partof
*Station to Station’ at Barblcan Centre. & Jul 27.

THREE MORE
REASONS TO LOVE
‘Station lo Slation’

YOUCAN BUY THIS
Each day during the run of ‘Stabon to
Station” a newwoodblock peint is being.
mxle &S part of the "Rosa Pogoda” print
workshop devised by ace Copenhagen-
based artist 13 H. They're mailable until
ey run out, for just £45.

EATTHIS
There really © such a thing 35 3 free lunch
{3t leastbetween 1pm and 1.30pm every
Ssturday) when the Bardican serves up
cactys omeleties made 10 8 spacial recipe
cooked up by US artlegend Ed Ruscha.

AND LISTENTO THIS

Jeremy Deler’s Factory Records” is just
that - a jukebox that piays the ambient
sounds of 40 factories. Hear it crankinto
life in two special performances featuring
peroussionist George Bartonon Sunday |
Juy 19 2. 30pm3pen and 3.30pm-4pm. |

Resd more



